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Overview of Western’s Cyclical Review Assessment Reporting Process 

I n acc o r da n c e wi t h W es te r n ’s Inst it u ti o n al Qua li t y Ass u ra n c e Pr o ce s s (IQ AP) , the Fi n al 
Ass e s s me n t Rep o r t (F AR) pro vid e s a summa r y of the cycli c al revi e w, i nt er n al 
res p o n s e s and asse s s me n t a n d eval u a ti o n of the und er g r ad u a t e mod u l e s deli v e re d by 
the Eas t Asi a Stu di e s Pr o gr a m at Hur o n Uni ve r s it y Coll e g e .

T hi s F AR co n si d er s t h e foll o wi n g doc u me n t s : 
- the prog r a m’s sel f - s t ud y b ri e f; 
- the ext e r n al revie we r s ’ rep o r t ;  
- the res po n s e fr o m the pro g r a m; and
- the res po n s e fr o m the De a n .

T h e FAR i d en ti fi e s the str e ng t h s of the pr o g ram, opp o r t u ni ti e s for pr o g ra m 
enh a n c e me n t and i mp r o v e me n t , and deta il s th e rec o mme n d a t i o n s of the ext e r na l 
rev ie we r s – noti n g t h o s e r e c o mme n d a t i o n s to be pri o ri ti ze d f or i mp l e me n t a t i o n . 

The Imp l e me n t a t i o n Pl a n det ail s the rec o mme n d a ti o n s fr o m the FAR t h a t are sel e c t e d 
for i mp l e me n t a t i o n , i de nt if ie s who i s res p o n si bl e for app r o vi n g and act in g on the 
rec o mme n d a t i o n s , spe ci fi e s any acti on or fol lo w- u p tha t i s requi r e d , and de fi n e s t he 
ti me l in e for comp l e t i o n . 

The FAR (in c lu di n g Imp l e me n t a t i o n Pl a n) i s se n t for app ro v al thro u g h SUPR- U and
SCAPA, t he n for i nf o r ma t i o n to Sen a t e and t o t h e Ont ar io Uni ve r si ti e s ’ Cou n cil on 
Quali t y Ass u r a n c e . Sub s e q u en tl y, i t i s publi cl y acc e s s ibl e on W este r n ’s IQAP web s i t e . 
The FAR i s the onl y doc u me n t res u l tin g fro m the und er g r ad u a t e cycli c al revi e w pro c e s s 
tha t i s mad e pub li c; all oth er doc u me n t s are con f id e n ti al to the Pr og r a m/ Sch o o l / Fa c ul t y 
and SUPR- U.

Executive Summary

Ea st Asi a Stu di e s ( EAS) i s hou se d wi thi n the Dep a r t me n t of Fr en ch and Asi an Stu di e s 
(DF AS) and i s a ma jo r mod u l e joi n tl y offe r e d at Hur o n Uni ve r si t y Coll e ge by the 
Chi n e se and Jap a n e se Pr o g ra ms wh i c h off e r the ma jo r i t y of the req ui r e d mod u l e 
cou r se s. EAS beg a n i n 199 0 as a par t of the new Mod e r n Eas t e r n Ci vili z a tio n pro g r a m. 
Fol lo wi n g sev er al rest r u c t uri n g cha n g e s , i n 201 0 the pr e fi xe s of EAS- r e la t e d Taught in 
English ( T I E) co u r s e s tha t wer e off er e d by the Chi n e se and Jap a n e se Pr o gr a ms we r e 
tr a n sf er r e d fr o m the Cen t r e of Gl o b al Stu di e s t o the DF AS. Sin ce 201 6 , EAS m od u l a r 
enr ol me n t s hav e ran ge d fro m 13 to 28 stu d e nt s .

T h e l an gu a g e req uir e me n t of EAS i s l ess ri g o ro u s tha n the l an gu a g e mod u l e s of the 
Chi n e se and Jap a n e se Pr o g ra ms . It thu s all ows the stu d e n t s to focu s mor e on TIE
c o u r s e s and pro v id e s an adva n ta g e to thos e st u d e n t s who are l es s incl in e d to take 
l an gu a g e cou r s e s at an adva n c ed l ev el .  
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T o i nf or m the sel f - s t ud y for thi s pro g r a m rev i ew, i np u t and insi g h t fr o m the Chi n e s e
Pr o g r a m, Jap a n e s e Pr o gr a m, and Eas t Asi a Stu d i e s i nst r u c t or s , stud e n t s , and al u mn i 
wer e coll e c t e d in 2020 and 2 0 2 1 . EAS hel d i ts retr ea t i n June 202 1, whi ch ser v e d as a
cat a l yst for the ana ly s i s of stude n t sur v e y s , rev i e w of the cur ri cul u m, and the gat h e ri ng 
of inf o r ma t i o n on sup po r t ser vi ce s , res e a r c h, enr ol me n t , a n d tea c hi ng eval u at io n s . 

The ext e r n al revi e we r s sha r ed a posi ti ve ass es s me n t of the Huro n Ea s t Asi a Stu di e s 
Pr o g r a m. The y off e r co n s t ru c ti v e con si de r a ti on s for fur t h er prog r a m enh a n c e me n t a n d
c o n c l ud e their rep o r t wi t h thr ee cor e r e c o mme n d a ti o n s .

Strengths and Innovative Features Identified by the Program

- The pr o g r a mma t i c co mmi t me n t to exp e r i e n ti al l ear ni n g , to the dev el o p me n t of
c r e a ti v e thi n kin g skill s , and to pro vi di n g op p o r tu n i ti e s for glo b al eng a g e me n t i n
u n d e r gr a d u at e rese a r c h lea r ni ng . 

o C H N 2240 F Unde r st an di n g Chi n e se Busi n e s s Cul t ur e cour s e i ncor p or a t e s 
an e xp e r ie n ti al l ear ni n g comp o n e n t thr o u g h par t n e r sh ip wi t h l oc al Chi ne s e 
own e d or o p e ra t e d comp a n i e s in Lond o n .

o Part n e r s hi p wi th the Momi ji Hea l t h Car e Soci et y on a pr oje c t tha t 
exa mi n e s i n te r g e ne r a ti on al vi r t ua l vi sit in g to red u c e i sol a ti o n of res id e n t s 
at a Jap an e s e reti r e me n t h o me i n Ont a ri o.

- A ran g e of stu d y - ab r o ad oppo r t u ni ti e s thr ou g h summe r - c o u r s e s and exc h a n g e 
pro g r a ms wi t h par t n er i ns ti t u ti on s suc h as the Bei ji n g Lan g u a ge and Cult u r e 
Uni ver s it y (BL CU) and W as e d a Uni ve r si t y i n Toky o Japa n .

- Stu d e n t enga g e me n t i n ori gi n al res e a r ch throu g h commu n i t y - b a s e d , han d s- o n
h i s t or y pro je c t s tha t are full y i nt e gr a t e d wi th cou r s e mat e r i al , cou r s e and pr o gr a m 
l ear ni n g obje c t i ve s and cour se asse s s me n t s . 

- An und e r gr a d u at e stu de n t con fe r e n ce , i ni ti a t ed i n 201 5- 2 0 1 6, i s orga ni z e d eve r y 
two yea r s t o bri n g tog e th e r s tu d e n t s acr o s s camp u s e s to pres e n t their cou r se 
wor k or res e ar c h wor k r el a t ed to the stu d y of Chi n a .

- W riti n g Ser vi ce s pr o vi d e s ong oi n g opp o rt u ni tie s for one - o n- o n e and gr o u p- b a s e d 
tut o ri n g fo r stud e n t s i n Chin e s e , Jap a n e s e, and East Asi a Stu di e s cou r se s . 

Concerns and Areas of Improvement Identified by the Program

- Si g ni fi ca n t dep e nd e n c y on the Chi ne s e and Jap a n e s e Pr og r a ms. 
o
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Review Process

T h e rev ie w co mmi t t e e ( c o mp r i s e d of the two ext e r n a l revi e we r s and one i nt e rn al 
rev ie we r ) was pro v id e d wi t h Vol u me s I and II in adv a n c e of their vi s it and the n (du e to 
pan d e mi c res t ri c ti on s ) met vi r t ual l y wi t h the foll o wi n g ove r the cour s e of the two day s .

- Act i n g Vi c e - Pr o vo s t of Aca de mi c Pr o g r a ms
- Vi c e - Pr o vo s t (Ac a d e mi c Pl an ni n g , Poli c y and Fac ul t y )
- Di r e c to r of Aca d e mi c Qual it y and Enha n c e me n t
- Pr o v o s t and Dea n , Fac ul t y of Art s and Soci al Sci e n c e (F ASS)
- Pr e si d en t, Huro n Uni ver sity Coll e g e
- Cha ir , Fr e n c h and Asi a n Stu di e s
- Coo r di n a t or , Chi n e se Pr o g ra m
- Coo r di n a t or , Tea c hi n g and Res ea r c h
- Pr o g r a m Ass i s t a n t s , F ASS
- Reg i str a r
- Di r e c to r , Lib r a r y and Lea r ni ng Ser vi ce s
- Pr o g r a m F a c u l t y
- Pr o g r a m St u d e n t s

F ol lo wi n g the for ma l revi e w, the ext e r n al revi ewe r s sub mi t t e d a comp r e h e n si v e rep or t of 
the ir fi n di ng s whi ch was sen t to the Pr o gr a m a nd Dea n for revie w and res p o n se . 
For ma t i ve doc u me n t s , incl u di n g Vol u me s I and II of the Self - St u d y , the Ext e r n a l Rep o rt , 
and the Pro g r a m a n d Dec a n al res p o n s e s form the bas i s of thi s fi nal a s s e s s me n t rep o r t 
of Hur o n ’s Eas t Asi a Stu di e s Pr o g ra m.

Summative Assessment – External Reviewers’ Report 

T h e ext e r n al revi e we r s ’ s h a r e d ent h u sia s m fo r the Eas t Asi a Stu di e s pro gr a m – “ Owing 
to the creativity and hard work of the faculty members […], the present seems to be an 
excellent time to move forward with the enrichment of both the Chinese and the 
Japanese programs as well as the rethinking of the East Asia Studies module ” .

Strengths of the Program

- Fac ul t y me mb e r s tha t tea c h i n the pr o g ra m a r e ver y acti v e in thei r res e ar c h and 
con f e r e n ce pre s e n t a ti on s as well as i n  ser vi ce are a s , esp e ci all y i n out r e a ch 
pro g r a ms . 

- Stu d e n t s are ve r y dedi c a t e d and sati s fi e d wi t h thei r pr o g r a m exp e r i e n c e . 
- Stud e n t s of East Asi a Stu di e s can al s o use cou r s e s fro m oth e r dep a r t me n t s 

(su c h as philo s o p h y , hi st o r y , and fi l m stu d i e s ) towa r d the ir ma jo r .
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- Sup p o r t for stu d en t rese a r c h via the dep a rt me n t and the Cen t re for 
Unde r g ra d u a t e Rese a r ch Lear ni n g (CUR L ) . 

Areas of Concern or Prospective Improvement 

- Stu d e n t s men t i o n e d an i nt er e s t i n a grea t e r var ie t y of non -l an g u a g e cou r se s i n 
East Asi a Stu di e s. 
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